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House Republicans Issue Statement on Passing Fairness in Women’s Sports Act 

 
Topeka, KS — The Fairness in Women’s Sports Act passed with bi-partisan support today in 
the Kansas House of Representatives. If signed into law, HB  2238 will protect the rights of 
female athletes in the state by requiring that female student athletic teams only include 
members who are biologically female. On average, there are biological advantages that males 
have over females like more heart and lung capacity, larger body size with more skeletal muscle 
mass, and a lower percentage of body fat that make competing athletically against females not 
fair. Republican leaders in the House of Representatives offered the following statements in 
support of the bill:   
 
“The purpose of this bill is simple:  to stand up for the rights of female athletes in our state. Any 
attempt to paint this bill as anything else is dishonest and politically motivated. The Fairness in 
Women’s Sports Act gives the women and girls in our state a fair shake when competing in 
sports and for athletic scholarships.  

- Representative Dan Hawkins, Kansas House Speaker 
 
“Women and girls competing in sports deserve every opportunity afforded to their male 
counterparts. This is commonsense legislation that puts fairness and competition first, giving 
Kansas athletes a level playing field to demonstrate the skills they have developed over years of 
hard work and dedication to their sport.” 

- Representative Chris Croft, Kansas House Majority Leader 
 
“When biological men have the ability to compete against women in sports, it threatens all the 
progress women have achieved to be equal members of our society. Biological men have a 
number of physical advantages that threaten women in a competitive environment from 
achieving their goals.” 

- Representative Blake Carpenter, Kansas House Speaker Pro-Tem 
 
“In Governor Laura Kelly’s re-election campaign ads, she said the following: 
“So let me just say it: Of course, men should not play girls’ sports. OK. We all agree on that.” 
I take the Governor at her word. This simple statement of common sense is something I believe 
we can and should all agree on. We must protect that which so many have worked so hard to 
achieve. I vote YES on HB 2238” 
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- Representative Les Mason, House Assistant Majority Leader 
 
“The Fairness in Women’s Sports Act is meant to protect Title IX’s intention and ensure fair play 

in sports for our daughters and granddaughters.  Title IX was designed to stop discrimination 
and create equal athletic opportunities for women. This bill ensures we’re not moving backwards 
on 50 years of advances for female athletes.” 
 -Representative Barb Wasinger, Bill 2238 Sponsor 
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